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FOREWORD

This is a digest of a Ph,D. degree study that provides some evidence
of changes desired to make the FFA more consistent with a broadened pro-
gram of vocational agriculture., It includes an analysis of ratings made
by 251 selected people comprising school administrators, teachers of vo=-
cational agriculture, executive secretaries of the FFA, supervisors of
vocational agriculture and teacher educators in agricultﬁral education
concerning proposed objectives for the FFA, operational guidelines, and
activities and awards on a local, state, and national basis, In addition
to the analysis by groups, some attention was given to the responses by
the varlous regions in the United States. The ratings made were in terms
of the revised objectives of vocational agriculture which imply a program
for non-farm agricultural occupations as well as farmers.

In my judgment, this is one of the most comprehensive FFA studies
ever made, It is hoped that the recommendations can be implemented so
that the FFA will be an effective method in the enrichment of the program

for all high school students enrolled in vocational agriculture,

Ralph E. Bender

ii

.




| ADAPTING THE FFA TO A CHANGING PROGRAM
1 OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

Purpose of This Study. . « « « &

Need for the Study « ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ @

General Procedure Used . . « .« &
MAJOR FINDINGS

New FFA P\lmoses [ ] L [ ] [ L [ [ ] [

Current Purposes « « « o« o o o o
THE AIM AND PURPOSES

Proposed New Purposes. « « « o o

Proposed Purposes. « « o« o o o o

Composite Mean Ratings . . - . o«
THE FFA OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES

Composite Mean Ratings

Ratings by Position., « ¢« ¢« o o &
Ratings by Region. « « o o o o o
Nme Change. o [ ] [ ] ° [ ] [ [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS
Public Speaking. ¢« ¢« ¢ o o ¢ o o
Ievels of Offering « ¢« ¢« o« ¢ o
Chapter Activities . ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o
Composite Mean Ratings . « + « &
Iﬁvels Of Offering o o o o 2 o o
The Degree Program . « « o o o o
Composite Mean Ratings . « . « &
Ratings by Reglion and Position .
Ievels Of Offering o o o o o o o
Proficiency Awards « ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o
Composite Mean Ratings . . + + &
Ratings by Position and Region .
levels of Offering o o o o o o o

iii

e © e o ¢ o [ ] e o o e © ®

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Q o o [ ]

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] o o [ [ ] [ ]

Page

17
17
17
21

22
23
24
2k

25

26
27
27
28
28
29
30

R R T T




SN ASSINEE (e Wty Red e i g s e s s aee L L4 we e e

Judging Contests., . . «

Composite Mean Ratings. : :
Ratings by Position . . . &«
Ratings by Reglon « . » « &

Levels of Offering. . .

Activities Conducted by the Severa

Composite Mean Ratings. « . . «
Ratings by Position and Region.

Levels of Offering, « ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ .
Use Among the States. « « ¢ « &

CONCIHSIONS. @ o o 0 o 0o 0 0o 0o o 0 0

RECOMMENDATIONS. + « o o « o o o o o
BIBLIOGRAPH! e o [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] .

e o o o judo o o o o

o o o o Ule o o o o

CONTENTS ~~Continued

tates.

et it e it A 2k L 4

Page

30
31
32
32
32
33
33
35
35
35

37
40
42




SRR T AR e e e e T R T T R S L A O A AL O s

ADAPTING THE FFA TO A CHANGING PROGRAM
OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

Purposs of this study
The primary purpose of this study was to determine adjustments needed

to enable the FFA organizatior to fulfill its role in supplementing and en-
riching a broadened program of vocational agriculture,
; The specific objectives of the study were ==
: 1. to identify and evaluate new FFA purposes
2, to identify and evaluate selected organizational
guldelines

3. to evaluate selected activities currently sponsored
by the national FFA erganization

Ik, +to evaluate selected activities conducted by the

% several states

? 5. to determine the levels of offering of the national

and selected state activities

Need for the study

Agriculture will continue to change in the future
as it has in the past and there is no doubt but what
the instructional program in vocational agriculture
will continue to be modified to fit the training
needs of its students, Therefore the FFA program
will need to change and continue to improve in
qualityt? ' | | |

| 1Wil1iam Paul Gray, "National Trends in FFA Activities," The Agri-
cultural Education Magazine (Jamuary, 1963), p. 133.

1
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This statement of William Paul Gray, National Executive Secretary of
the FFA, clearly stales the basic need for change in the FFA., We are living
in a rapidly changing world, The advent of "Sputnik" has accelerated many
activities in the United States including those connected with agriculture.
These accelerations or "changes" in American agriculture indicate a con-
tinuing change in the vocational agriculture and FFA programs. Purkey

writes:

The following changes secm to demand a "new look"
at our FFA:

1. A highly specialized type of fulle
s time farmers,

2, Increasing numbers of part-time
farmers and rural residents,

3. Changing enrollment requirements for
vocational agriculture students, (Not all
with farm backgrounds.)

|

E

: ik, Decreasing numbers of "farmers" needed
; to produce the necessary food and fitar.

| 5. Increasing numbers of agricultural related
occupations available where "production agri-
;i culture® is helpfu1.2

The need for change in the FFA program is directly related to the
changes taking place in the total vocational agriculture program, Jones

writes:

FFA 1s a part of vocational agriculture. Boys

, must be enrolled in vocational agriculture
before they can become FFA members. . Thls means
{ the FFA can and should contribute to fulfilling
educational objectives.’ B

2p. R, Purkey, "Chapter Activities for Today's Members," The Agri-
cultural Education Magazine (January, 1963), p. 133.

3Bobert C. Jones, "Are Contests Overemphasized in the FFA Program?®,
The Agricultural Education Magazine (January, 1963), p. 140,

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Cook further points the way:
The objectives which have guided vocational
agriculture must be recognized for their
true worth and new goals must be established
which wl.lli more nearly bring vocational "
agriculture into its proper perspective.

Considerable attention has been given to the evaluation of the objec-
tives of vocational agriculture, Delegates to the forty-second annual
Agricultural Education Conference of the North Atlantic Region, meeting
in New York City, April 2-6, 1962, recommended seven revisions in the then
current purposes listed in Vocational Tivision Monograph Number 21, Dele=-
gates to the Pacific Region, meeting April 17-21, 1961 at Reno, Nevada,
proposed a number of changes and delegates at the Southern Regional Con-
ference held April 9-13, 1962 at Charleston, South Carolina, likewise
proposed suggestions for restating ‘the objectives ef vocational agriculture,

In 1965 a group of six "Major Program Objectives for Vocational and
Technical Education ;l.n Agriculture® were identified by the Office of Edu-
cation in cooperation with a study committee representing the American
Vocational Association., Those six proposed objectives are --

1. to develop agricultural competencies ‘ne,e_ded by in-

dividuals ongaged in or preparing to engage in pro=-
duction agriculture

2., to develop agricultural competencies needed by

individuals engaged in or preparing to engage in
agricultural occupations other than production
agriculture

3. to develop an understanding and apprecigtion of

eareer opportunities in agriculture and of the

uClaxton R, Cook, "Some New Approaches for Meeting Today's Needs in

Vocagional Agriculiure,” The Agricultural Education Magazine (July, 1962),
Pe 16.
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preparation needed to enter and progress in
agricultural occupations

4, to develop the ability to secure satisfactory
placement and to advance in an agricultural
occupation through a program of continuing
education

5. to aid in developing those abllities in human
relations required for success in agricultural
occupations

6. to aid in developing the abilities needed to
exercise and follow effective leadership in
fulfilling occupational, social, and civic

responsibilities
It may be noted that these objectives are stated broadly proviaing
for instruction in off-farm agriculture as well as "famming,"
The legal need for change in vocational agriculture, and sub=-
sequently the FFA, was brought about by the Vocational Act of 1963.
Johnson writes:

g The Act provides for more flexibility in the program,
It broadens “he base of instruction in vocational
agriculture, The early Acts placed certain
limitations on instmction in agriculture., The

| new Act is broad enough to permit instruction

g to all groups of people in agriculture who have

. the need, the desire, and the ability to benefit
from such training.5 o

5Floyd Johnson, "Agriculture and the New Vocational Education Act,"
The Agricultural Education Magazine (July, 1963), p. 6.
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Tenmey summarizes the basic changes provided by the Act as foliows:
The Vocatienal Education Act of 1963 included two
basic changes for education in agriculture, The
Act provides that funds allotted for agriculture
"may be used for vecatlonal educatlon in any
occupation involving imowledge and skills in agri-
cultural subjects, whether or not such occupation
involves work of the farm or of the farm home and
such educatiocn may be provided without directed or
supervised practices on a farm,"

Altheugh research is. 1imited, several studies have been made to help
determine future direction of the FFA program., One of these was the
National FFA Study Committee’ which met in Washington, D.C., March 29-31,
1965, Serving on this committee were a number of selected persons from
teacher training and supervision in vocational agriculture, the FFA and
NFA organizations, National Vocational Agriculture Teachers' Association
and a state secretary. of agriculture, Their recommendatlions were re-
ported to the National Student Officers and Board of Directers at their
Avgust 1965 meeting, Assignment of some of the ltems was made to com=
mittees for study at the national FFA Convention, October 13-15, 1965,

This cemmittee report suggested the FFA should continue as a strong integral
part of the total program of vocational agriculture and should be con=-
sistent with the new objectives provided by the Vocational Education Act of
1963, Further, it was recommended there be no discrimination because of sex
and that the name reflect the broadened image of vocational agriculiure.

New purposes were presented along with numerous suggestions for change in

6A. W, Tenney, "A Baéis for New Courses of Study. " The Agricultural
Education Magazine (March, 1965), p. 211. |

PNotional FFA Study Cormittee Report, March 29-31, 1965,
Washingten, D,C.




FFA membership, degree work, ceremonies and other aspects of the FFA
program, } |

Paul ¥, Johnson, Superintendent, Divisien of Vocational Education,
Towa, released results of an Iowa study on December &, 196’#.8 Fortyesix
of the fifty states participated in the st\idy. Pindings generally in-
dicated a need for change, as indicated by a strong vote to include girls
in the FFA and the guggestion to include students interested in agri-
cultural eccupations in the FFA, Nineteen of twenty-seven respondents
indicated that if the name were to be changed they would prefer "Future
Fammers and Agriculturists,"

C. W, Hill, Teacher Education, Cornell University, published the
results of a study on April 7, 1964 made by the jéint staff in Agricultural
Educatien iin New York.9 They recognized the ,_inéi_gasing need for changes in
the FFA to bring it into 1line with the emerging broader concepts of agri-
cultural education. A first choice of name was reported as being FA
Future Agriculturalist of America, The staff suggested broadening the
ains and purpeses, the creed and other structural features to include
students interested in off-famm agriculture.

E. L, DeAlton, State Adviser of the North Dakota FFA Association,
released a fejsort on July 21 » 1965 regardiﬂg an evaluation of the recom-
mendaﬁons 401’ the National FFA Study Committee. This evaluation was made
by local a&ﬂ#ers and FFA members throughout North Dakota., The report

showed a general disagreement with some of the adaptations proposed by the

8Do ar‘tnont of Public Instruction Raport. Division of Vocational
Education. ‘DesMoines, Iowa, December 4, 1964,

Istaff Study, Comell University, New York, April 7, 196k,
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National FFA Study Committee., One example was thelr strong disagreemen®
with girl membership, However, they did agree in opposing a change in
name, Generally, the statement, "we are not yet ready for a major over-

haul of the FFA," indicates their thinking toward change in the FFA,10

As indicated earlier in this study, it is the judgment of the writer
that the FFA in its role as an integral part of vocational agriculture
must be adapted to the needs of all students of vocational agriculture,

General precedure used
After determining the problem, purposes, and goals of the study, it

was decided by the writer that the most effective way to secure the advice
and opinion of selected educational léaders throughout thé United States J
would be through a survey, | ]

The design of the study was such that two independent instruments
were necessary, the first dealing with basic purposes of the FFA and the
second dealing with selected guidelines and actlvities of the FFA in
relation to the newly proposed purposes developed in the first part of the
study,

Five different groups of individuals were selected by the writer to

serve as a "panel of experts" in responding to the survey. Each was asked

to share his opinion by rating the various items on a 5-point scale as

well as indicating the levels of offering of selected FFA activities.
Those groups selected were as follows:

Head state supervisors of vocational agriculture
Head teacher trainers in agricultural education
Executive secretaries of state FFA assoclations
Presidents of state vocational agriculture teachers
Administrators of secondary public schools .

10Noxrth Dakota FFA Evaluation of National FFA Study Committee
Report, North Dakota FFA Assocliation, State University Station, Fargo,
North Dakota, July 21, 1965,




New FFA purposes were then identified by the writer and an instru-

ment developed to test their acceptance. The questionnaire was first
sent to a twenty-four member jury to test the instrument and after some
revision it was sent to the two hundred and eighty-one pmSpoctife
respondents, Eighty-nine and three-tenths per cent of the question=
nalres were returned.

After the first survey was summarized, a second questionnaire was
developed te secure opinions on selected operational FFA guidelines as
well as selected activities and awards in light of the proposed new FFA
purpbses. Eighty-one and nine-tenths per cent of these questionnaires
were returned, |

The fellowing statistical treatment was made:

Mean welghted ratings

F tests of significance in rating

t tests of rating difference in items

Analyses were also made among groups of respondents by geographical

region and by position of respondents.
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MAJOR FINDINGS

New FFA Purposes
In adapting the FFA to the changing program of vocational agri-

culture, it is necessary to begin with the basic purposes of the
organization, These purposes should provide framework for the program.
Further, they should be supplemental and provide enrichment to the in<

- structional program of vocational agricultuare.

There are numerous indications that the present aims and purposes of
; the FFA are restricting in the light of the broadened concept of vo=
cational agriculture., John Leibold, Attoimey for the State of Ohio,
Department of Education, recently reviewed sfatut,es regarding *boys only"
in FFA, He writes in part, ". . . it appears to me that this discrimina-
tion against girls is an unlawful denial of the equal protection of

wi He bases this decision on the fact the FFA is an intracurricular

laws,

activity of the public school program when he states, "My answer is predie-

cated on my understanding that membership in FFA is a requirement of

participants in FFA activities which are inextricably mingled with cur-
ricular school activities and hence, a part of such curricular school

activitles, 12 these opinions would indicate that some serious attention

be given to the basic purposes of the FFA organization.

Warren G, Weiler, Adviser of the Ohio FFA Association, writes, "The

summary report of the panel of consultants on Vocational Education states

11John Leibold, Letter of Correspondence, April, 1964,
12144,
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in the Agenda for Action, 'Make education and training opportunities availe
able to all, regardless of race, sex or place of' residence, 13 our
current aims and purposes are in conflict with this recommendatlon.

Alfred A. Krebs, Teacher Educator at the University of Illinois,
writes, "Vocational agriculture has now been charged with the responsi-
bility of preparing youth for any occupation involving knowledge and skilis
in agricultural subjects, whether or not such occupation involves work of
the farm or of the farm homes, and such education may be provided without
direct or supervised practice on a farm, wlk This broadened concept has
implicatién for broadening FFA purposes to keep in line with a broadened
program of vocational agriculture., Krebs rpcognizes this as he further
states, "Of first order of importance is the revision of the aims and
purposes of the FRA. "5 These thoughts, in the: ovinion ¢f the writer,
indicate that close attention needs to be given to the current alms and
purposes of the FFA with the assurance that sufficient latitude is pro-
vided to pemmit easy program adaptation. This neeﬁsj to be done consider-
ing the real needs of the members g.nd in light of an ever changing society.

Current purposes
The FFA aim and purposes have been used without change since the

inception of the FFA in 1928, Although they were undoubtedly appropriate
at that time, i£ is the opinion of the writer that numerous ones are

restricting to a broadened program of vocational agriculture. Numerous

13arren G. Weiler, "For Boys Oniy,“ The_Agricultural FEducation
Magazine (October, 1964), p. 8k.

1"’Ali:‘red A. Krebs, "The FFA On Trial," The Agricultural Education
Magazine (October, 1964), p. 85.

15114,
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ones refer'oii'.her through direct statement or inference to "farming" and
"boys ¥ ratfxei thanto a total agriculture for all interested members.
These "limitations" may be noted in reviewing the aim and purposes as
recorded in the 1964 issue of the Official FFA Manual,

r
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THE AIM AND PURPOSES

The primery aim of the Future Fammers of America is the development
of agricultural leadership, cooperation, and citizenship. The specific

purposes for which this organization was formed are as follows:

To develop competent, aggressive, rural and agricultural
leadership,

To create and nurture a love of country life.

To strengthen the confidence of farm b,éys and young
men in themselves and thair work.

To create more interest in the intelligent choice of
farming occupations, !

To encourage members ir the development of individual
farming programs and establishment in farming,

To mcouragé members to improve the farm home and its
surroundings. '

To participate in worthy undertakings for the improve-
ment of agriculture,

To develop | character, train for useful citizenship, and
foster patriotism.

To participate in cooperative effort.
To encourage gnd practice thrift,
To encourage improvement in scholarship.

To prévide and encourage the developixent of organized rural
recreational activities,

1.




Proposed new purposss
In developing a 1list of proposed purposes for a broadened FFA

organization, the writer decided upon a "fresh look" at the FFA and chose
to develop new pufposes based specifically on current needs. This was done
without specific reference to those developed in 1928, This ﬁhilosophy'was
presented by Herbert L. Schaller when he wrote, "Forgetting all you know

about the FFA as it exists, what would you choose as the real objectives
of such an organization?”17

In identifying these purposes, the following considerations were
paramount:

{ 1. Purposes of the FFA should relate closely to the objectives
' of the vocational agriculture program,

2, Purposes of FFA should be stated in a clear and concise
manner so as to be easily understood by young people.

3. Purposes of FFA should allow for diverse needs.

Proposed purpeses

The primary purpose of the FFA is to vitalize and enrich the in-
structional program of vocational agriculture. Specific purposes of the
organization are to develop desirable interests, attitudes, and abilities
in members t¢ ==

1. chooée and prepare for an agricultural occupation
3 2, develop agricultural leadership

3., foster community service, citizenship and patriotiém

4, dimprove scholarship

17Herbert L. Schaller, "If the FFA Could Start From Scratch,”
The Agricultural Education Magazine (October, 1964), p. 86.
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5. make continuous personal and vocational growth
6, make effective use of leisure time

7, strengthen the confidence of members in themselves
and in thelr work

8. impreve the home and home envirorment
9, recegnize the vital role of agriculture in society
10, conserve human and natural resources

11, develop cooperation, brotherhood, and inter=
national goodwill

Composite mean ratings |
Two hundred and fifjby respondents, 89.3 per cent of those con-

tacted, respended to the questlomnaire on proposed purposes. The mean
composite rating foi' the twelve purposes was 4,59,

The administrators agreed most with the purposes and the executive
secretaries, least, among the position groups. Among the regions the North
Atlantic Region agreed most and tﬁe Pacific Reglon least.

As shown in Table 1 the composite mean rating of the primary purpose
was 4.,41. This was interpreted by the writer to be a relatively high level
of aceeptance, The rating differences among position groups of respondentis
were significant with the administrators agreeing most with this purpose

and the executive secretaries least., There was no significant difference

in rating by region.

The rank order of specific purposes, based on mean ratings, is also ]

i shown in Table 1 along with mean ratings. The range of ratings from a high
of 4.86 to a low of 4.12 were interpreted to be relatively high for a
5-point scale, It was especially interesting to the writer to note that
the purpose rated highest by all respondents was, "strengthen the con-
fidence of members in themselves and in their work."
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Table 1,-=Mean ratings of the primary purpose and the specific purposes

(specific purposes ranked according to mean values ).

The Primary Purpose Rank Rating

The primary purpose of the FFA is to vitalize
and enrich the instructional program of
vocational agriculture, Specific puiposes
of the erganization are to develop desirable
interests, attitudes, and abilities in
members to: : b,

S

R

; The Specific Purposes

Strengthen the confidence of members in them-

selves and in their work 1 4,86
Foster commnity service, citizenship, and
patrietism . 2 4,78
Develop .agricultural leadership 3 k.76
Improve the home and home environment ' L k,66
Recognize the vital role of agriculture in
{ society 5 b, 64
Make continueus personal and vocational
growth 6 b AL
Develop coeperation, brotherhood, and
international goodwill 7 k.59
Conserve human and natural resources 8 k, 58
Improve scholarship 9 k4,58
Make effective use of leisure time 10 b, 48

Choose and prepare for an agricultural
occupation

Total Mean == All Purposes

- S R — pr—

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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THE FFA OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES

If the FFA is to fulfill its role of supplementing the classroom
phase of vocational agriculture, careful evaluation should be méde of
various policies and procedures, and adaptations implemented where needed,
For purposes of this study, eightn"operational guidelines" were
identified andlevaluated. In reviewing these operational guidelines, it
would be well to keep in mind the broa&ening aspects outlined in the Vo=~
cational Act of 1963‘aS'w911 as the new purposes presented earlier in this
paper. These guidelines are as follows:
1. Maintain one youth organization rather than developing one

for Puture Farmers, another for Future Horticulturalists,

another for Agri-business, etc.

2. Broaden the scoﬁe of the FFA by adding activities appropriate
for students engaged in off-farm instruction.

3. Keep the FFA a separate and distinct agricultural student
organization, rather than merging it into an all-vocational
club,

4, Broaden the scope of the organization by changing all
terminology in refersnce to "farming" to "agriculture."

5. Broaden the present FFA degree program to include off-farm
agricultural interests rather than establish a separate set
of degrees for off-farm agricultural interests.

6., Allow girls who are enrolled in vocational agriculture
full membership in the FFA.

7. Change the name "Future Fammers of America" to one more
appropriate to a broadened program of vocational agriculture,

8, Assuming the FFA name were to be changed, please rank the
following possible names on a 1, 2, 3 basis: FFA (Future
Farmers and other Horticulturalists), FAA (Future Agri-
culturalists of America). See Table 4.
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Tablc 2 shows the analysis of ratings, including means of the
position groups and the composite ‘mean. The guidelines are listed in rank
order of composite mean, Table 3 shows the ratings by reglon,

Composite mean ratings
It was the opinion of the writer that the four guidelines that

were rated above the 4,00 level were generally accepted but that those
three rated under 4.00 may need further study. These may need to be con-

. 1963,

Ratings by pesition

There was an exceptionally high degree of consistency among the
respondent greups. Only two guidelines, number six, "A1low girls who are
enrolled in vecatlonal agriculture full membership in the FFA," and number
seven, "Change the namc Future Farmers of America o one more appropriate
to a broadened program of vocational agriculture," were rated significantly
different among the position groups. The mean ratings of the executive

secretaries were 1owés,t in each case,

Ratings by region
In regard to regional groups, four of the guidelines were rated

similaz.'ly. Those with statistically. Significant differences among regions,
as determined by the F test, were aumber two, "Broaden the scope of the FFA
by adding sctivities appropriate for students engaged in off-farm instruce

tion"; number six, “Allow girls who ars enrolled in vocational agriculture

full membership in the FFA"; and number seven, "Change the name Future

Farmers of America to one more appropriate to a broadened program of

vocational agriculture."
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Table 2,==Ratings by position and composite mean ratings of selected oper-
ational guidelines of the FFA shown in rank order of composite mean values,

R R T———r— e — ™ — e ————————

L Y

Comp.
Mean

Ttem HSS |HTT lsAc. Pres. | Adm. | Rtg.

1.

2,

3.

Maintain one youth organiza-
tion.

Broaden the scope of the
FFA by adding off<fam
activities

Keep the FFA a separate
erganization,

Change temminology in
reference to "faming"
to “agriculture,"

Broaden the present FFA
degree progranm,

Allow girls membership in
the FFA.

Change the name "Future
Famers of America" to
one more appropriate,

P S

Position

Ex.
4,60 |4.90 4,66 | 4.80
4,57 |4.66 [4.61 | 4.5
b6k [4.51 |4.72 | 4.00
u007 4.“9 u.13 “.46
3.74 [ 4,00 |3.73 | 4.17
3.5 |4.56 |3.16 3.47
3.67 | 4.22 12.85 3.60
—-—L———_—h——

4,82

k.55

Iy s

L, 58
h,10

441

3.35

ho77

4,58

b, 46

k.39

3.97

*

3.62

3.52*

R —

*Indicates statistically significant differences in mean values
among positional groups of respondents, |
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Table 3.=-Ratings by regions and composite mean ratings of selected general
modificatiens of the FFA shown in rank order of composite mean values.

e ——————————————————————

R — S — *
Reglon
00 e S R AU
r Comp,
, Mean
Ttem N. A, | Cen. | So. | Pac, Rtg.
— . T W
1. Maintain ene youth
. organization, 4,89 | 4.55 | 4.80| 4.86 4,77
2., Broaden the scope of the
FFA by adding off-farm _
activities, uo7o uo‘“ “'071 u052 uo58
3. Keep the FFA a separate
organization, 4,39 | 4,59 | 4.63 | 4.24 b 46
Lk, Change all terminology
~ in reference to "farming" *
to “agriculture, " 4,07 | 4.1 | 4,71} 4,52 4.39
5. Broaden the pres_ent'FFA ‘
degree program, 4,92 | 3.65 | 4.10 | 4.09 3.97
6. Allow girls membership , -
in the FFA, 4,13 |3.58 | 3.53 | 3.26 3.62
7. Change the name‘Future
Farmers of America® . , .
to one more appropriate, 3.95 | 3.50 | 3.08 | 3.48 3.52

*Indicates statistically significant differences in mean values
among reglonal groups of respondents,
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Table 4,--Mean weighted ratings and rating frequency of possible future
names of the FFA shown in rank order,

il m
‘| ' Per Cent Per Cent Who Rated | Mean _
Who Rated in Upper Three Value
,
Name : 3 2 1
FFA
(Future Farmers and other
Agriculturalists) 61.4 43.8 10.3 7.3 1.59
FAA
(Future Agriculturalists |
of America) 56.7  |16.7 27.1 12,9 1.17
FIA
(Future Leaders of
Agriculture) 51,9 12.4 19.4 20.1 098
FAILA
(Future Agricultural
Leaders of America) | 26,2 6.0 9.9 10.3 L8
ALA
(Agricultural leaders :
of America) ' 21,0 3.4 6,0 11.6 34
ACA
(Agricultural Clubs
of America) 12,0 2,6 3.8 5.6 .21
AECA |
(Agricultural Education
Clubs of America) 10,7 J.4 2.6 h,7 «20
VACA
(Vocational Agriculture
Clubs of America) 10.3 2.6 3.8 3.9 .19

o i *Based on a 3-point scale.” Respondent chose top three names
‘ in order of preference,
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Name change

Analysis of the responses to name change revealed a lack of support
for a change, The highest rated name was "Future Farmers and Other Agri-
culturalists" (FFA), with a mean rating of 1.59 on the 3-poin* scale.
"Puture Agriculturalisis of America" (FAA) had a 1.17 mean and "Future
Leaders of Agriculture" (FLA) had a .98 mean. Other names ranked con-
siderably lower,

In the opinion of the writer, the time has not yet arrived for a
change in name of the organization. Perhaps a period of time is needed to
ascertain the impact and direction of the broadened vocational agriculture

program,
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ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS

The many FFA activities, including public speaking, parliamentary
procedure, proficiency awards, degree work and others, are the basis of the
FFA program, Constant evaluation and adjustment must be made to provide
the most effective program of activities. Purkey found that Ohilc |
teachers awveraged 56.1 hours per week on the total Job of teaching vo-
cational agriculture.1® It is obvious that the time of the local teacher
is a critical factor in evaluating the worth of each activity. The
question then may well be asked, "How far should we go in FFA activities?"
Baker states, |

There .an be little argument over the merits of many
of our activities, and these are the ones that we should

accent. Those activities that tend to be weak should be
discontinued or redesigned to increase quality.19

Public_Speaking
In the judgment of the writer, public speaking has been highly

~ respected throughout the years by both leaders and students in vocational
agriculture, This is borne out by the respondents as indicated by the com-
posite mean rating of 4,76, This is a higher rating than any other activity
included in this study and warrants the consideration that it be kept in the
FFA program;

L

18porris Ray Purkey, "Time Used for Professional Activities by
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture in Ohio" (unpublished Master's thesis),
The Ohio State University, 1951, p. 62.

1939 A, Baker, "The Value of FFA Activities," The Agricultural Edu-
cation Magazine (March, 1962), p. 209.

22
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Table 5.~--Distribution of ratings, mean weighted ratings and F value shown
by pesition of respondents in rank order for public speaking.

—— —_———————— — — —————
Per Cent Who Rated
Public Speaking

Mean
ww.

Position 5 L 3 2 1 Rte.”*
Executive Secretaries 96.9 | 3.1 - - - 4,97
Head State Supervisors 92,9 | 7.1 - - - 4,93
Sute Pr681den‘l'-8 8503 1 1 .8 2.9 - - 4082
Administraters 77.8 | 14,8 3.7 1.2 2.5 b, 3k
Head Teacher Trainers 71.8 ]| 20.5 51 2.6 - 4,32

# .

Total 83.3 | 12.3 2.6 9 9l k.76

N I — —

*F = 3,0731, significant at .05 level,

Levels of effering
Respondents were asked to indicate each level this activity should

be offered, In reference to Table 6 there is little doubt that public speake
| ing should be offered at all four levelse-local, intermedilate, state, and .
national.

With 91.4 per cent indicating local and 88.5 per cent indicating state
level, it may be concluded that these two levels are fully warranted., With
an 83,7 per cent support for national level and 79.0 per cent for inter-
mediate, it would seem 1ogical to recommend public speaking be retained

at these levels also.
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Table 6.==Levels of offering for the leadership activity, public speaking.

———— —

R

Per Cent Indicating

Inter-

Activity mediate

L

Public Speaking

Chapter Activities
Activities which require the entire chapter to participate are

ushally valusble in creating unity, cooperation among members and pride of
accomplishment in a local chapter., The chapter contest, in the opinion of
the writer, is especially effective in stimnlating the membership to excel
in all phases of FFA work., The Farm Safety Contest is also a worthy acti\.rity
that has done mich to reduce financlial loss as well as needless suffering
and death,
Binkley writes:
What do teachers of agriculture want the FFA activitles
to help them do? Basically, they want the actlvitles

to motivate==to cause the students to do certain
things that they weuld not otherwise do.20

Composite mean ratings
An anlysis of composite mean ratings of the chapter activities as

recorded in Table 7 reveals relatively high mean values, in the opinion of
the writer. The 4.59 mean of the chapter contest and the 4.47 mean of the

- 20Harold Binkley, "™Making the FFA Contribute," The Agricultural
Education Msgazine (March, 1961), p. 201,
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farm safety contest are both high when considering they were rated on a
S-point scale,

Table 7.=-=Composite mean ratings of nationally sponsored chapter activities
shown in rank order of mean value,

s ——————————————— |
Activity | Cbn;iosite Mean Ratings
_M
Chapter Contest o .59
Farm Safety Contest 4,47

All region and position groups rated each activity about equally
since there were no statistically significant differences in the ratings

of the different respondent groups.

levels of effering
It was the judgment of the writer that at least two=thirds of the

respondents should indicate a certain level of offering to warrant ad-
ministration of an activity at that level, "

Table 8.==Levels of offering of nationally sponsored chapter activities.

i S _ ]

Per Cent Indicating

Inter- |
Activity Iocal mediate State National
Chapter Contest 84,1 39.9 77.7 60,1

Farm Safety Contest 86,3 42,9 76.5 58.8

i — i i
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In applying this standard, it may be noted that the chapter contest g
would be administered at only two levels=-local and state. The 39.9 per %
cent of respondents indicating the intermediate level and 60.1 per cent }
indicating national level offering appear to be insufficient to warrant
recommendation of offering.

The farm safety contest results are similar to those of the chapter
contest, In the opinion of the writer, the results suggest that this
activity be administered at the local and state levels only.

The Degree Program
The challenge of degree achievement does much to inspire young people

to greater accomplishment in the opinion of the writer. Through the
efforts of members to attain thése goals, many members attain higher levels
of achievement than they otherwise would reach. These achievements often
occur in many areas of individual development such as scholarship, leader=-

ship, citizenship, cooperation and the occupat:l.bnal experience program,

Composite mean ratings
Table 9 shows the composite mean ratings of all respondents, all

regions for each degree sponsored by the national organization of Future

Famers of America.

Table 9,==Composite mean ratings of nationally sponsored FFA degrees.,

Activity Composite Mean Ratings
w e
Greenhand ‘ 4,67
Chapter Famer 4,68
State Fammer | 4,72
American Famer 4,68
w
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Ratings by pregion and position

Tn analyzing the means of each of the degrees by region as well as by
positien, a very close agreement was found. Tn applying the F test of sig-
nificant difference, it was found that there were no statistically signifi-

cant differences among the means of the positions or of the reglons. Thus,

it may be concluded that there was general agreement among responderts on
the value of degree work.
It is significant that each of the degrees is important as seen by

the respondents,

Levels of offerin
The respondents® reaction to the query on levels of offering of each
of the degrees 1s shéwn :ln Table 10. |

Table 10,=-Levels of offering of nationally sponsored FFA degrees.

Per Cent Indicating
Inter-
Degree Local mediate State | National
Greenhand 91.1
Chapter Fammer 70.3 17.2
State Fammer 85.4
American Fammer I ' 85.7

These figures tend to uphold the current plan of giving the four
degress at the three administrative levels of local, state, and national.
There is seme interest, however, in offering the second degree, currently
indicated by the term "chapter farmer," at the intermediate level, This
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could conceivably be at the county, district area or other level between
the chapter level and state level as desired by any particular state,
Although the 17.2 per cent is hardly enough to warrant a definite sug-

gestion for change, it should be sufficient to suggest some consideration

in the opinion of the writer.

Proficiency Awards
The challenge of proficiency awards generally stimulates FFA members

to greater achievement in areas of their interest, Many students partici-
pate &t the loecal level for the right to represent their chapter in succeed= ’
ing levels of competition with each level a more coveted achievement, Much |
of the value of FFA work seems to be the result of the challenge, motiva-

tion and recognition received from competitive participation in proficiency
awards, Binkley explains the psychelogy of this as he writes: '

How does recognition affect people? People want to compete,
to excel, to display special talent and to reveive recog-
nition. Why? For the approval of their fellows and those
they admire or think well of., People desire and seek
recognition, day after day, in one form or another,

This is, or should be, a recognized force in edu-

cation., Teachers of agriculture should gear their

thinking more closely to this force,20

Compogite mean ratings
The nationally sponsored proficiency awards were rated from a high of

4,62 for the star fammer award to a low of 4,06 for the pouliry farming

award, Ratings of each of the awards are shown in Table 11, It was the

opinion of the writer that the lowest rating of 4.06 is sufficlently high g
on the 5-point scale to warrant retention of this activity in the FFA pro-
gram, This, then, means all current proficiency awards would be retained
since all others were rated above the poultry farming award.

c__ 4

201pad,




e asrm s it ot

29

Table 11,==Composite mean ratings of nafionally sponsored proficiency awards
shown in rank order of mean value.

meiciency” hward Composite Mean Rating
Star Famer 4,62
Mechanics | b, 54
Soil and Water b 45"
Livest.ck Farming [ S——
Crop Farming 4,39%,**
Dairy Farming k,32
Electrification 428"
Farm Forestry b, 19*
Poultry Faming 4,06 »**

R A E— e — s———

*Signif:l.es statistically significant difference among means of
reglions,

**Signifies statistically significant difference among mears of
positions,

Ratings by pesition and region

There were some significant differences in the ratings among respond-
ent groups, Analysis by position groups revealed significant differences
in the crep and poultry faming awards. Head teacher trainers ranked
lowest in each case., In a:nalyzing the regions, significant differences
were found in the soil and water. crep farming, electrification, farm
forestry and poultry faming swards., In each case the North Atlantic
Region rarked highest and in each case, except the crop farming award, the
Pacific Region ranked lowest, In the crop famming award, the Southem
Region ranked lowest, The analysis of distribution of ratingg revealed only

noderately high levels of rating in the opinion of the writer.
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Levels of offering
Analysis of levels of offering reveals ample support for the star

farmer award at the current three levels of lncal, state, and national.
A1l other awards were supported at the local and state levels with less
than two=thirds of the respondents indicating intermediate or national
level offering,

Table 12,==levels of offering of nationally sponsored proficiency awards.

L ———
—

Per Cent Indicating

——— S
Inter-

Proficliency Award Llocal mediate State National
Star Farmer 85.0 39.1 81.9 76.0
Mechanics 87.1 451 80.3 63.9
Soil and Water 88,0 Lk, 6 79.8 64 .4
Livestock Farming 95.8 42,0 85.6 644
Crop Farming 86.7 | 425 ”777.“2- | e 8
Dairy Famming 85.7 40.8 77.2 61.4
Electrification 83.3 47.0 74,7 60,0
Farm Forestry 81.5 40 .4 71.6 55.0
Poultry Farming 82.0 39.5 71.6 Sk.5
e ———————— I IS _j - —

Judging Contests
Judging contests have been a part of the vocational agriculture and

FFA program for many years. Many thousands of FFA members have applied
their skill in the numerous judging events available for participatlion in
the FFA. This activity has provided ways and means for members to partici-
pate in an event of their interest which has resulted in increased interest
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and enthusiasm for the FFA as well as the entire vocational agriculture
program, In the opinion of the writer, judging contests also increase the
participant's judgment, skills, and the ability to make a decision through

critical analysis procedures,

Composite mean ratings
It may be noted in Table 13 that the judging contests were not

rated especially high by the respondents. The highest rated contest was
general livestock judging at 4,23, Dairy judging was rated second at 4,13
while the other three were rated much lower., There was a 43 difference
in the high rating of 4.23 for general livestock judging and the low of
3.60 for dairy products judging, The three that were rated lowest, all
below 4,00, were meats, poultry and eggs, and dairy products Judging.
Their low ratings indicate a lack of support for each in their
present state in the opinion of the writer. Perhaps they should be con-
solidated into generai livestock or dairy judging or dropped completely.

Table 13,==Composite mean ratings of nationally sponsored judging contests
shown in rank order of mean value.

wﬁ—___ﬂ—*—-—

e s
Judging Contest Composite Mean Ratings

General Livestock 4,23*

Dairy 5,13"

Meats 3.81*

Poultry and Egg | 3.67*

Dairy Products o 3.60*

— e

"'Signifies significant differences among means of positions.




32
Ratings by pesition
Ratings of the judging contests varied significantly among the
positien greups of respondents. The adminlstrators agreed most and
head teacher trainers least. The head teacher tralners rated each judg-
ing contest considerably lower than the other respondents did,

Ratings by region
In analyzing the ratings of the respondents by region, the writer

found a general similarity of mean values. In applying the F test of
significant difference, it was found the difference in means of the

reglions wdre net statistically significant,

Levels of effering
Using the standard that two-thirds support is necessary to recommend

retention of an activity at any given level, several conclusions may be
drawn, First, all judging events would be retained at the local and
state levels except for dairy products at the state level. Secondly,
there was relatively little support for any judging contests at the
intermediate anc national levels, It shovld also be pointed out that
meats and poultry and eggs judging rank relatively low for state level
offering although they would qualify under the two-thirds standard.
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Table 14.-=levels of offering of nationally sponsored judging contests.

e A T

‘Per Cent Indicating
R 1‘_ﬁ
| Inter-

Judging Contest Local mediate State National
General Livestock 88.4 49,0 80.3 62.7
Dairy 86.3 TR 79.8 58.8
Meats 7805 ‘" 03 6709 47.7
Poultry and Eggs 78.5 o, b 67.4 7,2
Dairy Preducts 7%,2 t 37.8 4s.1

Activities Conducted by the Several States
There are many FFA activitlies in use throughout the nation other than

those sponsored by the national FFA organization. Any given state may be
administering an activity that is especially well accepted and may be of
interest to other states if the idea were shared., Some activities may be
very successful in one particular state but not so successful in another
state, In detemining activities that may be offered beyond those currently
sponsored by the national organization, it would be wise to .analyze all
possibilities but in the end choose those activities that meet the specific
needs and interests of the membership involved.

Composite mean ratings

Table 15 shows those activities included in the study. It may be
noted that there is a wide range in the mean values of these miscellaneous
FFA activities. Only five of the eighteen activities were rated above the
"W" level By the respondents. These are:

Scholarship Award Parliamentary Procedure Agricultural

Proficiency Award Extemporaneous Speaking Engineering
Contest

F
;
:
|
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Table 15,==Composite mean ratings of mlscellaneous FFA activities shown in
rank order of mean values,

Activity

Scholarship Award
Proficiency Award
Parliamentary Procedure
Eb:tamppnneous Speaking
Agric, Engineering Contest
Cooperative Award

. Horticulture Judging
Agronomy Judging

Creed Recitatlon

Farm Forum

Secretaryts Award
Treasurer's Award
Reporter'!s Award

Share Activity (Crop, etc.)
Chapter Marketing Award
Chapter Horticulture Degree
Wool Judging

—_——————

Composite Mean Ratings

M

k.34
b, 34
- 4,27
b, 26™*
4,09
3.89
3.88"
3.85
3.68
3.65
3.61
3.58
3.53
3.33
3.07*
3.06
3.05*

*Indicates statistically significant differences in mean
values of position groups,

**Tndicates statistically significant differences in mean

values of regilons.
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The following activities were rated from 3.50 to 4.00 and their use
was thus censidered "questionable! by the writer:

Cooperative Award Farm Forum
Horticulture Judging Secretary's Award
Agronemy Judging Treasurer's Award
Creed Recitation Reporter's Award

These that were rated below 3.50 and in the opinion of the writer

did net receive sufficient support for recommendation were:

Share Activity Chapter Horticulturalist Degree
Chapter Marketing Wool Judging
s b s n _gnd ()

There was general agreoment on the mean value of all activitles among
the pesitien groups except for horticulture judging, chapter marketing award
and wool judging., Among the regions only extemporaneous speaking had a
significant difference among mean rati.ngs. * E

Levels of offering
None of the activities received support for national level offering.

Five roceived state level support by two-thirds or more of the respondents,

They are:
Proficiency Aw#rds | Horticulture Judging
Agricultural Engineering Contest Agronomy Judging

Cooperative Award
Iittle support was given the intermediate level; however, all activities
were rated high for local level offering.

Use _among the states
The miscellaneous activities vary in use by states. Extemporaneous

speaking was used most by twenty-four states and the scholarship award and
chapter horticulturalist degree, least, by six states, The extent of state
use for each of the miscellaneous activities is shown in Table 16.




Table 16,=-=Miscellaneous FFA activities used by the several states shown
| in rank order of s{;'.ato use,

W

Activity

Number of States

M

Extemporaneeus Speaking

Wool Judging

Agricultural Engineering Contest
Horticulture Judging

Share Activity

Agronomy Judging

. Parliamentary Procedure
Proficiency Award

Fam Ferum

Secretary's Award

Cree? Recitation

Treasurer's Award

Cooperative Award

Chapter Marketing Award
Reporter's Award

Scholarship Award

Chapter Horticulturalist Degree

24
21
18
18
18
17
16
15
15
1%
11
11
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1.
2,

3.

Se

7.

8.

9

CONCLUSIONS

The following conclusions were drawn from the research findings:

That new purposes should be considered for the FFA,

That there should be only one youth organization for
students of vocational agriculture.

That the scope of the FFA should be broadened by adding
activities appropriate for students engaged in off=

farm instructlon,

That the FFA should remain a separate and distinct
organization rather than merging it into an all-
vocational club,

That the scope of the organization should be broadened
by changing temminology in reference to "farming" to
"agriculture, "

That the present FFA degree program be broadened to in-
clude off-farmm agricultural interests rather than
establishing a separate set of degrees.

That girl membership be considered. Although the rating
was 3.62, the Vocational Act of 1963 indicated all
students should be served.

That the name "Future Farmers of America® not be changed
at this time., A changing .progran;. however, suggests
continued study of this item in the opi:nion of the writer,
That the leadership activity, public speaking, be continued
a% local, intermediate, state, and national levels.

37




10.

11.

12,

13,

14,

1 50

“: " careful consideration before implementation because of

S

That the degree program be continued at the local, state,
and national levels as it is now administered and some con-
sideration given to administering the second degree at the
intermediate level.

That proficiency awards be retained in the FFA awards
prograﬁ. The star farmer award should be retained at the
local, state, and national levels but all other proficlency
awards should he administered at the local and state

levels only.

That the chapter activities, chapter contest and farm safely
contest be continued at the local and state levels, Inter-
mediate and national level offering is questionable,

That judging of general livestock and of dairy cattle be
retained in the program but continued judging of meats,
poultry and eggs, and dalry products is questionable.
General livestock and dairy judging should be offered at
the local and state levels, Intermediate and natlonal
level offering is questionable,

That the following miscellaneous activities be offered

“at the local level:

Scholarship Award

Proficiency Awards (add:ltional)
Parliamentary Procedure
Extemporaneous Speaking
.Agricultural Engineering Contest

That the_following.eight miscellaneous activities be given

their moderate rating:

Cooperative Award
Horticulture Judging
Agronomy Judging

38
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Creed Recitation
Farm Forum
Secretary's Award
Treasurer's Award
Reporter's Award

16. That the following five miscellaneous activitlies be offered

ath the state level:

Proficiency Awards

Agricultural Engineering Contest
Cooperative Award

Horticulture Judging

Agronomy Judging

17. That none of the miscellaneous activities be implemented

at the intermediate or national levels,
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Based upon the findings of thls study and the judgment of the writer,
the following recommendations are offered:
1. That the broadened purposes identified in this study be

; considered for adoption as new FFA purposes.

2. That there continue to be only one youth organization for
vocational agriculture students, #

3. That off-fam agricultural activities be added to the FFA
program,

lt, That the FFA remain a separate and distinct agricultural
organization rather than becoming a part of an all-
vocational club,

5, That terminology in reference to "faming" be changed to
"agriculture” in the FFA ritual and materials.

6. That the present four level degree program remain in use but

that 1t be broadened to include off-fam agricultural

: interests.

7. That girls be allowed membership in the FFA,

8, That additional study be given to changing the name of

| the FFA,

F 9. That public speaking be continued at the local, state, and

national levels,

10, That the degree program be continued at the local, stato,

and national levels with some consideration given to ad-

ministering the second degres at the intermediate level.

1o




11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

That the star fammer award be contirued at the local,
state, and national levels and all other proficlency
awards administered at the local and state levels only.

That the chapter contest and farm safety contest be

continued at the local and state levels only.

That judging of general livestcck and dairy cattle be
continued but at the local and state levels only.

That meats and weol judging be combined with livestock
judging and dairy products judging be combined with dairy
cattle judging. Poultry judging should be dropped from
the program,

That careful consideration be given to the implementation
of those additional miscellaneous activities which were

supported by the respondents.

That the national FFA Board of Trustees and Student Officers

give consideration to this and other studies completed in
determining changes to be introduced at the 1966 national
convention to be held in Kansas City, Missouri,

That further research be conducted on the state and/or
national levels to detemmine the following program
adjustment:

a. changing the name of the FFA

b, broadening eligibility for membership to include
girls in the FFA

c. adjusting all ritual to a broad agriculture

d. developing new activities for students interested
in off=farm agriculture
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